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Athletic Mission Statement


As a product and natural extension of the academic program, the OMP athletic program adheres to the basic tenets of the school's philosophy.  Guided by this philosophy, the athletic program's mission is:

1. To provide an avenue outside of the regular school day in which to teach Catholic 

     values and promote the Gospel message. 

2.  To provide witness to student athletes on Catholic values and the Gospel message.  

3.  To enhance the academic, social and spiritual development of our students. 

4.  To foster an attitude of participation, sportsmanship and self-discipline in every 

      student/athlete. 

5.  To promote social, physical and emotional fitness among every student/athlete.

6.  To teach student/athletes how to deal with success and adversity in a Christian

      manner. 

Philosophy   


Just as the school's mission includes leading students to see the relevance of the Gospel in their daily lives, so it is with the athletic program.  In fact, athletics provide a wonderful vehicle in which to extend this mission.  Because it is a reflection of real life, athletics provide a controlled environment in which effective role models can help mold students into responsible Christians. The mission of the athletic program, therefore, requires a staff that emphasizes spiritual and emotional growth as a primary goal and competition and winning as a secondary one. To this end, it is the responsibility of the school administration and the athletic staff to fully understand and study the values we desire to instill in the student athletes. 


In the Declaration on Christian Education derived from Vatican II, it clearly states that parents are "the first school of social virtues which every society needs."  Consequently, we believe that while it is the responsibility of the administration and the athletic staff to be a Christian witness to student athletes, it is ultimately the parents that must instill and maintain the ideals to which the OMP athletic program seeks to promote.  Therefore, we call upon all parents to model a Christian attitude at all athletic events.  

We believe a student’s physical well being cannot be compromised in order to provide a well-balanced athletic program.  Any sport, taken in the proper perspective, can fulfill the mission statement of the OMP athletic program.  Large discrepancies can be found in the physical abilities and size of pre-teen and teenage students.  Therefore, it is prudent to provide sports that offer the greatest degree of spiritual and emotional growth while simultaneously limiting the chances of physical injury to the student athlete.  This being said, part of the athletic program's mission is to ultimately provide a variety of sports which will accommodate a large number of students regardless of athletic ability or gender. 

Our Mother of Peace Catholic Elementary has established a reputation for providing students with every opportunity for academic success and spiritual growth.  As an extension of the classroom, the athletic program’s ultimate goal is to enhance these areas.  The athletic program’s success will not be gauged by the number of wins and losses, but by the number of lessons learned, hearts touched and opportunities granted to student athletes. 

Structure of Program

Athletic Department

The athletic department will be headed by the athletic director (A.D.).    This person, in turn, reports directly to the Principal.  The school Principal has final authority regarding any athletic program decisions. It is the responsibility of the A.D. to educate coaches, staff, student-athletes and parents on the mission statement and philosophy of the athletic program so that it may be fulfilled.  All decisions regarding any aspect of the athletic program must go through the A.D. and be approved by the school principal and the pastor.  All coaches will be required to be well-versed in the philosophy and mission statement of the program. It is the responsibility of the A.D. to provide these educational opportunities for the coaches.  

Sports 

It is the intention of the athletic department to provide a wide-range of sports for both genders.  The number of programs and the pace of growth will be determined by student needs and interests, participation, economics, logistics and staffing concerns. 
Teams

Volleyball, Basketball, Baseball, and Softball:

OMP will field teams in each individual grade (5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th) if enough students sign-up and are eligible.  
    Volleyball:  A minimum of eight (8) ----maximum of twelve (12)

     Basketball: A minimum of eight (8)-----maximum of twelve (12)

     Baseball:    A minimum of ten (10)------maximum of twelve (12)

     Softball:   (Grade 7 & 8)  A minimum of ten (10)------maximum of twelve (12)

                     ( Grade 5 & 6)  A minimum of ten (11)------maximum of twelve (13)

     Football:  (Grade  6, 7, 8) A minimum of ten (20)------No maximum               
     Golf :      ( Grade 6, 7, 8)  No minimum or maximum
If the minimum number of students is not met, OMP will combine teams (5th and 6th grade together, 7th and 8th grade together).  Lower grade will be combined with higher grade and tryouts will be held if necessary. 

Athletic Fees and Funding
Funding Entities
The OMP athletic program is self-sufficient. Recurring funding will come from the following sources:  athletic fees, concession sales and ticket sales.  Funding, with the approval of the administration, may also come from fundraisers or school funds.  All athletic funds and expenditures are administered as approved by the Principal and Pastor.
Athletic Fees
Each athlete is required to pay a fee in order to participate in athletics.  These funds will be used to pay for uniforms, league fees and other necessities.  All sports have a $45 fee.  
 Policies for Coaches and Students
Coaching Conduct and Etiquette
In order to truly fulfill the mission of the athletic program, coaches must be of strong moral character.   Coaches must:


- be a Christian role-model.


- uplift each athlete.


- demand each athlete’s best effort.


-  help mold each athlete into a responsible Christian and Catholic when

   applicable.

-  come to know and care about each athlete. 


-  dress appropriately for all athletic events.


-  be familiar with and enforce school codes of conduct. 

Coaches may not:


-  become physical with any athlete.


- address athletes in a derogatory manner.


- use profanity or vulgar language.


- demean athletes.
Coaches can be removed from their capacity if it is deemed that their words or actions are incompatible with the goals of the program or the mission of the school.    

Team Moderators

Effective communication between parents, students, coaches, faculty, and staff is imperative to ensure that the athletic policies are followed.  Any question, concern, complaint should be addressed in accordance with the organizational flowchart in this handbook.  OMP particularly encourages active parent-coach communication.  If necessary, the Pastor, Principal, or Athletic Director will assign a team moderator to ensure that all facets of the athletic mission statement are being fulfilled.  The moderator will attend at least one practice per week in a strictly observational capacity.  The moderator will also attend regularly scheduled games and events.  The moderator will report back to the Athletic Director with all observations.
Coaches meetings
All coaches are required to attend the following meetings as needed:

1.  School meeting at beginning of year.

2.  Safe Environment training meeting

3.  Any necessary league or athletic board meetings. 

Tryouts

Tryouts may take place if deemed necessary by the A.D.  No coach may have tryouts without first getting permission from the A.D.  In the event tryouts are necessary, the following protocol will be followed by coaches:
1.  Gain permission for tryouts from A.D.

2.  Set length of time for tryouts. 
3.  Announce tryouts at least two weeks prior to the event.

4.  Call each individual trying out for a team to inform the student if they made    

     the team.  This must be done via a private telephone call or a private meeting. 
Under no circumstances may tryout results be posted through any type of written or electronic media.   
Games/Practices

Any team event must be approved by the A.D. including games, practices, scrimmages and any other formal gathering.  No such event may take place on Sunday per diocesan policy.   In addition, no such events will be held on recognized Church holidays (including Holy Thursday through Easter Sunday).  Nor will any such events be held on the day before or the day of Thanksgiving. 
Optional practices are not allowed on Sundays!
All practices for which OMP has the necessary facilities will be held on campus.  No students will be allowed to remain on campus past 8:30 p.m. for practices.   

All practices will be no longer than 2 hours.

No athletes are to be on campus without a coach.  If a student is caught on campus without a coach, the administration reserves the right to suspend the athlete from practices and/or games.
No athletic team will be allowed to play in more than two scheduled games per week, unless involved in a tournament. 
Athletes are to arrive no earlier than 1 hour before game time, at which time, warm up will begin.  Coaches may request additional time.  The request must be approved by the A.D.
All athletes should dress modestly for practice, similar to the P.E. uniform.  No make-up, extra jewelry, etc. is allowed during practice or at games. 

Any athlete should not go two (2) consecutive games without playing. 
Coaches have the discretion on playing time.

Substitute as often as possible, especially when it is obvious that the game is won or lost.
Student must complete the whole season (including league tournaments) or will not be allowed to compete in any sports the following year. (this does not include Academic Probation.) Exception will be decided by the A.D. and principal.
Injuries/Accidents
All injuries due to accidents should be reported on the school accident form if it occurred on campus or during the time frame of a regularly scheduled athletic event. Coaches are responsible for filling out these forms and turning them in to the A.D. immediately.  If an injury or medical condition occurs that appears extremely serious or life-threatening, the attending coach should call for an ambulance and inform the A.D. and principal as soon as possible. 

Injuries that occur over time or in the normal course of practice or a game (i.e. pulled muscles) do not need to be reported.   If in doubt, the coach should fill out a form. 
Travel
Travel is restricted to areas an hour away or less unless necessary to fulfill a league game.  When traveling to games, athletes must ride with parents or a chaperone approved by the parent.  Faculty members of OMP may not give rides to students to or from games or practices unless it is their own child.  All drivers must attend Safe Environment training. 
Academic Standards / Extracurricular Activities
All student athletes must maintain a 2.0 grade point average for the quarter(s) in which they are participating in any extracurricular activity. Probationary status will be reviewed at progress report time and again at the end of each quarter.  
1.  
With two (2) F’s on the Progress Report:  
             No participation until report card.
2.
With one (1) F’s on the Report Card: 
            No participation until progress report.


3.
In the course of each mid-nine weeks and 9weeks period, any student with an overall conduct grade average below a "C" will not participate in the next league game, sports activity, or any club activity.
Any student wishing to join or try out for a team or any extracurricular group must be in good academic and disciplinary standing. 
If a student is on academic probation and the sport / activity registration deadline has passed, the student will not be allowed to register.
Conduct Standards
Playing sports is a privilege, not a right. All student athletes must adhere to the student code of conduct at any practice or athletic event.  Any student-athlete whose privileges are revoked for on campus disciplinary problems may not participate in athletics for the time frame set forth in the student handbook.   Privileges may be revoked for excessive major infractions. 
Coaches may set rules and standards of conduct within the parameters of the school code of conduct.   Any major discipline problems at athletic events or practices should be referred to the Principal.  The administration reserves the right to suspend or remove athletic privileges from any student-athlete for infractions deemed not in keeping with the athletic mission statement.  All student-athletes should observe the following athletic discipline policies:

1.  Observe all school rules set forth in the student code of conduct at all athletic events 

      and practices.  These rules are enforceable at all times the student is at a school 
      sanctioned event or under the supervision of a coach or faculty member. 

2.  Dress in the proper game or practice uniform at all times.   No street clothes may be 
      worn. 

3.  Practice good sportsmanship toward coaches, peers, opposing teams and referees at

     all times. 

4.  Be a role model.  Student-athletes are ambassadors for OMP.  The conduct and 

     attitude of student-athletes reflect upon the school.

Attendance Standards
No student may participate in an athletic contest or practice if they missed three or more hours of school on the same day the contest or practice is held. 
Coaching Responsibilities

Supervision of Students

The head coach is responsible for the supervision of student-athletes during games, tournaments and practice.  Coaches must stay with students after athletic events and practices until every student has been picked up.  All coaches must complete safe environment training prior to the beginning of their respective seasons.  
Locker Room

Coaches should have a system in place to monitor locker room activity.  Student-athletes should be given a short time limit to prepare for practice or games.  At the end of the time limit the coach should make a quick check of the locker room.
Games and Practice

Coaches are responsible for monitoring athletes as soon as they arrive for games or practice.  Coaches should arrive before students and not leave until every student has left. Coaches should ensure proper dress code is enforced at all times.  

Tournaments
Coaches should monitor athletes at all times during tournaments, especially when not participating in a game.   Students must report to the coach if they leave the tournament.
Facility Lock-up

Coaches using the gymnasium will be issued a key to the back door.  It is the sole responsibility of the coach to lock up after games and practice.  Keys must be turned in at the end of the season. 
Ordering and Purchasing Equipment

All ordering and purchasing will be handled by the A.D. and Principal.

 Any clothing using the OMP name or mascot, such as  t-shirts, must be approved by the A.D and the administration.  
Pick-up and Turn-In of Equipment

The A.D. is responsible for keeping an inventory of athletic equipment.  Uniforms purchased by the athletic department should be issued at the beginning of the season and picked up no later than two school days after the last game of the season.  An inventory of all other athletic equipment purchased by the athletic department should be made at the beginning of the season and again at the end of the season.  This inventory should be turned in to the A.D. no later than two days after the last athletic event of the season. 
Organizational Flowchart






 

Student/Parent Handbook Contract
By signing this form, I agree to familiarize myself and my child(ren) participating in OMP athletics with the rules and policies set forth in this handbook.  My child(ren) and I have read and discussed these policies.  We agree to abide by these same rules and policies . 
Parents or Guardians Names (Print):_________________________________________





       __________________________________________





        __________________________________________

Student/Athlete Name (Print):___________________________________________
Parents or Guardians Signatures: __________________________________________




    





      __________________________________________





      __________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________





    

Parent/Guardian Honor Code

Children listen to and exhibit behaviors similar to their primary care takers.  If every effort is made on the part of the coaches and parents to be Christian role models to the children in their care, then these children will learn the great gift God has provided them and use these gifts to not only become a better athlete, but a better Christian. 

 

I therefore agree that: 

1. I will remember that children participate to have fun and that the game is for 
    youth, not adults. 

2. I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the  

    safety of my child or the safety of others. 

3. I (and my guests) will be a positive role model for my child and encourage 
    sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and by demonstrating 
    positive support for all players, coaches, officials and spectators at every 
    game, practice or other sporting event 

4. I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct with 
    any official, coach, player, or parent such as booing and taunting; refusing to 
    shake hands; or using profane language or gestures. 

5. I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would endanger the health 
    and well-being of the athletes. 

6. I will teach my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without 
    resorting to hostility or violence. 

7. I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials and 
    spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex or ability. 

8. I will emphasize to my child that doing one’s best is more important than 
    winning, so that my child will never feel defeated by the outcome of a game or 
    his/her performance. 

9. I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participant for making a mistake 
    or losing a competition. 

10. I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will never 
    question, discuss, or confront coaches at the game, and will take time to speak 
    with coaches at an agreed upon time and place. 

11. I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and
     practices unless I am an official coach. 
12. I agree to follow the chain of command when I feel that there are problems:

     1.) Coach,    2.) Athletic Director    3.) Principal,     5.) Pastor

13. I will work my assigned shift that appears on the work schedule.  
 

Signatures

I also agree that if I fail to abide by the aforementioned rules and guidelines, I will be subject to disciplinary action that could include, but is not limited to the following: 

 

1.    Verbal warning by official, head coach, and/or head of league organization. 

2.    Written warning. 
3.    Parental game suspension with written documentation of incident kept on file 
       by organizations involved. 

4.     Parental season suspension .
                                                                                                 
                                        
_______________________

Parent Guardian Signature
Student-Athlete Honor Code

1.  I will strive to live the Gospel message in all my actions as an athlete.

2. I will be an ambassador of Our Mother of Peace Catholic Elementary and     

     represent the school with Christian charity, dignity and honor.
3.  I will respect my coaches and teammates by following all the regulations and

     guidelines of OMP and my team.  

4.  I will be a source of encouragement for my teammates.

5.  I will respect referees and my opponents.  

______________________

Student Signature

NOTE:  Any students participating in sport MUST have Health Insurance.

       Please submit a copy of the insurance card to the OMP office.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM PARTICIPANT'S RELEASEPRIVATE 


The undersigned does hereby waive, release and forever discharge any and all claims against Our Mother of Peace Elementary School, its commissioners, employees, volunteers or agents for damages and/or injuries to the undersigned which may arise from the participation in the ______OMP________Athletic Programs.

SPORT:INVOLVED:__Baseball/Softball___BASKETBALL_____Soccer __Volleyball__

 PARTICIPANT'S GRADE: _______

AGE:_____BIRTHDATE_________PARTICIPANT'S NAME_____________________

PARENT'S SIGNATURE: _________________________________DATE:_________


As you probably already know, a minor may not be treated even in an emergency situation except when, in the opinion of the attending physician, a life is in the balance.  Written consent is required for all treatment given in any hospital emergency room/center.  Consent of a parent or legal guardian is necessary for unmarried minors, women under 18 and men under 21 except in cases of extreme emergency.  Grandparents, neighbors, sisters, brothers CANNOT authorize treatment.  This part above MUST be completed before the child will be allowed in the Program!

------------------------------------------------------------------

WE STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT PARENTS COMPLETE THIS PART:  HOWEVER IT IS NOT REQUIRED!

To whom it may concern:  As a parent/guardian, I do hereby authorize the treatment by a qualified and licensed Medical Doctor in an emergency which, in the opinion of the attending physician, may endanger his/her life, cause disfigurement, physical impairment, or undue discomfort if delayed.  This authority is granted only after a reasonable effort has been made to reach me.

NAME OF MINOR: _______________________RELATIONSHIP TO YOU: __________

Season for when release is intended: _______________________________


This release form is completed and signed of my own free will with the sole purpose of authorizing medical treatment under emergency circumstances in my absence.

DATE:____________________SIGNED:___________________________________

                                      Parent or guardian

ADDRESS OF MINOR: __________________________________PHONE:__________

EMERGENCY PHONE: ___________________________________

FAMILY PHYSICIAN: ______________________PHONE:__________CITY:_______

ALLERGIES, REACTIONS OR OTHER COMMENTS:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student / Athlete








Asst. Coach





Head Coach








Athletic Director








Principal





Pastor











PAGE  
14

